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Lul:?e 13:1-9
The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree

3RD SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR C

Then he told this parable: 'A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard;
and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the
gardener, "See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this
fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the
soil?" He replied, "Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig round it and
put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you
can cut it down."'

"Sir, let it alone for one more year...
If it bears fruit next year, well and good ... "

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
The parables of Jesus are stories about God. They are also stories about us. So
which character in this Gospel represents God? Is it the man who planted the
tree, the man who wants the tree to be uprooted because it bears no fruit? Or is
it the gardener, the man or woman who pleads with the landowner for the tree to
remain in the soil for another year, to give it one more chance? Of course it is the
second character, the gardener! Why? Because this person is most like God
loving, kind and merciful. God never offers us just one chance to get it right. God
offers us second chances and third chances and fourth and fifth chances. God
loves us, and wants us to bear good fruit, and God will give us the time we need.
That's why we always say that loving parents are the best pictures of God that we
have. Loving parents reflect the mercy and compassion and love of our God. Loving
parents forgive again and again and again. We are all called to be more and more
like God, and to offer second and third chances, to forgive, and to call each other
to bear fruit that will last.
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